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Revelation 13
Paul Gibson

Harrodsburg Baptist Church

Today’s Goals
Identify and understand the connection 
between Revelation 13 and Daniel 7

Wrestle with the possibility that Revelation 13 is 
strongly preteriest

Hypothesize how Revelation 13 might take 
place according to a dispensationalist 

Where We Left Off…
17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and 
went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on 
those who keep the commandments of God and hold to 
the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of 
the sea. Revelation 12:17

The dragon (Satan) set off to “make war” on the 
woman (Israel/Church)
The presence of the sea, which represented evil, 
hints that something else is brewing in this epic drama
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The Great Battle Continues

The New Characters

Beast #1 (with ten horns and seven heads)

Beast #2 (Two horns and it spoke like a dragon)

Beast #1 
The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And I 
saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns 
and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and 
on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I 
saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of 
a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon 
gave the beast his power and his throne and great 
authority. Revelation 13:1-2

To understand Revelation 13, 
you must understand Daniel 

7

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+13&version=NIV
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Understanding Daniel
According to Ferris (2017), the purpose of Daniel is 
to…

Reveal God’s power and absolute sovereignty

Show course of Gentile powers vis-à-vis Israel (epic 
battle)

Show impact of one with pure heart, clear conscience, 
and committed to God’s word

Model living under grace in the face of opposition

And I saw a beast rising 
out of the sea…The 
beast I saw resembled A 
LEOPARD, but had feet 
like those of a BEAR and 
a mouth like that of A 
LION.  Revelation 13:1a & 
2b

2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I 
looked, and there before me were the 
four winds of heaven churning up the 
great sea. 3 Four great beasts, each 
different from the others, came up out 
of the sea… 4 “The first was like A 
LION, and it had the wings of an 
eagle…5 “And there before me was a 
second beast, which looked like a 
BEAR…6 “After that, I looked, and 
there before me was another beast, one 
that looked A LEOPARD…7 “After 
that, in my vision at night I looked, and 
there before me was a fourth beast—
terrifying and frightening and very 
powerful. It had large iron teeth…Daniel 
7: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Lessons from Daniel

A significant amount of scholars believe that 
the four beasts in Daniel 7 represent a 
succession of real kingdoms
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The Four Beasts of Daniel*

Winged Lion—Babylon

Bear—Medo-Persia

Winged Leopard—Greece

Terrifying and Frightening Beast--Rome

*See Ferris (2017); Walton, Matthews, & Chavalas (2000); See handouts

A few questions to ask 
regarding Daniel 7

1. What is the possibility that the first beast in 
Revelation 13 also represents a real kingdom?

2. How do both Daniel 7 and the book of 
Revelation end?  

Back to Revelation 13 
and Beast #1
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Beast #1 
The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And I 
saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns 
and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and 
on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I 
saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of 
a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon 
gave the beast his power and his throne and great 
authority. Revelation 13:1-2

Ten Horns, Seven Heads, 
Ten Crowns

“Ancient Mesopotamian myths portrayed seven-headed 
monsters; later Jewish tradition linked the worship of 
dragons to Babylon.” (Keener, pg. 793)

“These monsters represent four kingdoms, the fourth of 
which in particular will become a great and brutal world 
empire. The horns represent different kings, the last one of 
whom will make war against God’s people and blaspheme 
God himself.” (Wright, Loc. 2072)

Ten Horns, Seven Heads, 
Ten Crowns

A specific image used by John to cause hearers 
(readers) to be reminded of Ancient Babylon

It is possible that the horns represent the different 
rulers of Ancient Rome

Ancient Babylon (Daniel)=Ancient Rome (John)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+13&version=NIV
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Blasphemous Name
“Emperors bore titles such as ‘divine’ (‘god,’ on 
Asian coins) and ‘son of god’ (i.e., of the preceding 
ruler), and Domitian demanded the address ‘Lord 
and God’ thus ‘blasphemous names’ here.” (Keener, 
pg. 797)

Blasphemous Name=the idolatrous us of the titles 
“god” and “son of god” by Roman Emperors 

Beast #1 
The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And I 
saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns 
and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and 
on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I saw 
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a 
bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon 
gave the beast his power and his throne and great 
authority. Revelation 13:1-2 

Lions, Leopards, & Bears, 
Oh My!

“And in the first century the identification was 
not difficult. John’s single monster has 
telescoped Daniel’s four into one, part 
leopard, part bear, part lion, with ten horns 
and seven heads. The monster is Rome.” 
(Wright, Loc. 2079)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+13&version=NIV
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Fatal Wound

3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to 
have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound 
had been healed. The whole world was filled 
with wonder and followed the beast. 
Revelation 13:3

“Although Nero died, reportedly by his own 
hand, On June 9, A.D. 68, rumor circulated 
that he was still alive and ready to take 
vengeance on the Roman aristocracy for 
rejecting him…This image so shaped the views 
of early Christians—thousands of whose 
numbers had been eradicated under Nero in 
Rome—that ‘Nero’ even became a term for 
‘antichrist’ in the Armenian language.” 
(Keener, pg. 796)

A Few Thoughts
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and 
blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. 
6 It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his 
name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 It 
was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to 
conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, 
people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will 
worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in 
the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the 
creation of the world.[b] Revelation 13:5-8 
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What’s more, worshipping or nor worshipping 
was quickly becoming the dividing line between 
people who were acceptable in the community 
and people who weren’t. (Wright, Loc. 2158)

Beast #2

14 Because of the signs it was given power to 
perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived 
the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to 
set up an image in honor of the beast who was 
wounded by the sword and yet lived. Revelation 
13:14

Beast #2--666

16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free 
and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their 
foreheads, 17 so that they could not buy or sell unless they had 
the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its 
name. 18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight 
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man.[e] That number is 666. Revelation 13:16-18
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“From quite early on the Christians were 
faced with a stark alternative: stay true to the 
lamb and risk losing your livelihood, the ability 
to sell or buy; or capitulate to the monster, 
sacrifice to Caesar at the behest of the local 
officials, and then everything will be all right –
except your integrity as one of the lamb’s 
followers.” (Wright, Loc. 2162)

666
It is more or less certain that the number 666 represents, by 
one of many formulae well known at the time, the name NERO 
CAESAR when written in Hebrew characters. (Wright, Loc. 
2178)

Letters were assigned numerical value. Spelling the name 
NERO CAESAR was the numerical equivalent of writing the 
number 666.

If you pledged loyalty to Caesar, you could buy or sell, but you 
had to have his mark. 

Which identification do you 
desire? 

8 All inhabitants of the 
earth will worship the 
beast—all whose names 
have not been written in 
the Lamb’s book of life, 
the Lamb who was slain 
from the creation of the 
world.[b] Revelation 13:8

6 It also forced all people, 
great and small, rich and 
poor, free and slave, to 
receive a mark on their right 
hands or on their 
foreheads, 17 so that they 
could not buy or sell unless 
they had the mark, which is 
the name of the beast or 
the number of its name. 
Revelation 13:16-17
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A Dispensationalist Take on 
Revelation 12

The characteristic dispensational view of Revelation 
also identifies the beast out of the sea in 13:1 with a 
future false Christ type of figure, who will rise to 
world rulership just before Christ returns. (Gundry 
& Pate, Loc. 2886)

Who might be the “future false Christ” figure? 

A Dispensationalist Take on 
Revelation 12

The Mark of the Beast=Hitler & the Holocaust

If Babylon was the world’s largest empire 
during the time of Daniel and Rome was the 
world’s largest empire during the time of 
Revelation, who will be the Rome figure in the 
future? 

Today’s Goals
Identify and understand the connection between 
Revelation 13 and Daniel 7

Wrestle with the possibility that Revelation 13 is 
strongly preteriest

Hypothesize how Revelation 13 might take place 
according to a dispensationalist 
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Questions???
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